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' ; ' of ”se]f" of the‘sevent1es

N

) ““““'bas1c 1ngred1ents of good 11terature are overlooked.

g essent1a1 cr1ter1a in book se1ect1on

L N e R
.

“TA Mirror to My WOrld :

(- : Y _/ - . " B

\
The myth that ch1]dhood is a happy haven has been shattered
by psycho]og1ca1 1ns1ghts and the focus on fee11ngs, the fac1ng

The rea11zat1on that ch11dren are’

S

often confused by fears and anx1et1es that they have d1Sp1aced or f

do not know how to revea] has resu1ted 1n the search for rea11st1c

" stories that m1rror the ch11d S wor]d and encourage 1dent1f1cat1on, ;'\

-

insight and cathargis. o t _ o S
\ ) L3 \' - . . ‘. = °
4.Rea11sm in literature for ch11dren has 1ong been used to deve]op

\

the child's "character" or to transmit a moral as in Aesop,s work -

and.La Fontaines's Fables For Children. Today we have addéd another

dimension' 'bdeiotherapy to‘he1p'chi1dren‘exp1ore the trauma and

drama of 11fe w1th1n the secur1ty of a f1ct1ona11zed story approach ‘;. r

Read1ng or shdring a story that dep1cts ch11dren with similgr - » .
fears and tens1ons m1t1gates the pa1n of fee11ng unique. The sense |
' of a11enat1on when faced with death d1vorce, and the unknown ‘of
adopt1on is further m1n1m1zed with the rea11zat1on that adu1ts cared
enough to wr1te about s1tuat1ons that bother ch11dren ' |

The 11brar1es3and bookstores g1ve ev1dence to th1s car1ng about

t0p1cs that were once taboo, but in, se1ect1ng books proceed w1th

It 1s poss1b1e to become so 1nvo1ved w1th the intent that

- N

caut1on

Trad1t1ona1
- <
e]ements of rea1f§t1c themes,econs1stent, unc1uttered p1ots,

Tidhr
»..:e

non- stereotyp1c character1zat1on, 1mag1nat1ve, dramatlghsty1e, and

sett1ngs that are true to the t1me and p1ace of the happen1ngs are™

. . u
. ) . .
- . - . .
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» s . . ..
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._.1d1osyncrat1c b1ases, needs, and va1ues
' p1eaded

. ;»THE WORLD OF POOH BEAR.

.and death

-sty1es and a new openness in d1scuss1ng death

3Insﬁghtfu1 teachers can then subt]y suggest oy share a book w1th a-

»group to protect the "self" of the young person with’ the ‘need.

| ﬁﬁﬁce stor1es that are written for them are m6st often se1ected by

eight year 61a§

_number of t1t1es pub11shed on d1vorce - onb parent families, adopt1on,’//

.se]ect and recommend books that are realistic but not mlss1onary and |

< e
< N N . ! . i ' St ; . -
. .. . T - L. . N

N

W1th top1cs that are. fraught w1th emotion, adu1ts have to- appTy these \

7

cr1ter1a Jud1c1ous1y since the tendency 1s to se1ect books through
The book shou1d do for'the
ch11d What Lhr1stopher Rob1n d1d when pred1cament 1aden Pooh Bear

"oe e l'Then would you read a SUSta1n1ng"book such asw

wou]d he1p .and comfort a wedged Bear in Great T1ghtness " (A}Au’Mi1ne5

p -32= 33 )
g e :
.The use- of 11terature to he1p ch11dren ceme “to gr1ps w1th

persona1 prob1ems is not new. ‘“What is new 1s the 1ncrease in the

- -

-

. This ref1ects a grow1ng acceptance of a1ternate 11fe \:
,'\f.,

It is understood that 01der ch11dren need support and direction
in seek1ng out. "fee11ng" books and, teachers and 11brar1ans shou1d

not, wr1tten to shock or t1t111ate 01der ch11dren w1T1 ask for the S

books or w111 often proV1de clues in. the1r approach to the'books

- The prob1em of the match 1s more d1ff1cu1t w1th young ch11dren

'the adu1ts in the1r world. = - ] - g _' ' S

The,suggest1ons for each topic'were~written fb¥*the*four‘to o

.

 Under each category the‘%tarred seTections are

' arChetypes for their genre those not o) des1gnated prov1de a d1rect1on ;

-

for se1ect1ng dut stdries. that do not meet essent1a1 cr1ter1a

-
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The use of 11%erature to he1p ch11dren ‘cone to gr1ps W1th

4

persona] prob]ems~1s not new. What is new 1sv€he 1ncrease in the -

-

. number of t1t1és pub11shed on: d1vorce - one parent fam1T]es adopt1on 2
. . @ VAR |

'v..' and death Th1s ref]ects a growing acceptance of_ajternate Tife
. ‘(z T e
sty]es and a new openness in d1scuss1ng death L, - \

) ‘ : vg. . -

o “
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l

%A BOOK FOR JODAN, Marcia Newf1e1d Athenum, 1975. . -

A}

.'Mother is decisivein th1s story. Chtldren are'helped-to face .. -

7 separat1on and d1vorce W1th the rea11zat1on that\parentaT
/ ' N
' needs are 1mportant and can be met w1thout re3ect1ng the ch11d

4

“WE DAY, dodn Lexau. Dial Press, 171, " L

» .
Rafer has not’ seen h1s father dur1ng the’ year that his parents

' .
. 1

o . are separated He appears for Rafer s b1rthday and the story . o ,-Wf
,;'1s worth read1ng if on]y‘for the d1scuss1on that Rafer S, quest1on .

BRY | . tg h1s dad w111 evoke “D1d you und1vorce me’“ v ';_f K =
MY DAD LIVES TN AvDowNTouN HOTEL Peggyéhann Doubleday;'i;73T - ”'ﬁn g

| Beg1ns w1th the pre- separat1on d1sputes through the f1na11ty of .

' Dad’remQV1ng his be]ong1ngs “Mother dresses up“in ant1c1pat1on

N
énd each time he appears she is devestated Joey adgusts but -,

Mother doesn t. Th1s 1s a ma]e or1ented presentat1on w1th \\;f

&
o

~ sexist 1mp11cat1ons

I NON T GO WITHOUT A FATHER

i '.The theme centers on the prob]eﬁ% of a one- parent fam11y but
\ a avo1ds the issue of what happened to the father The story is
contr1ved the denouement unrea11st1c and hear1ng 1t wou]d | - _ L

. o .2?

contr1tute to a child's sense of a11enat1on.
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© - ADOPTION e R IR TS
. e *a : . v N .
-~ “ *THE CHOSEN BABY Va]ent1na Wasson\ . L 1957 ’ '
"‘* ! A* c]ass1c The 1]1ustrat1ons and sty]e are dated and st1]ted "
i o but 1t does attempt to exp1a1n the adopt1on process to young ch11dren
o e *ABBY Jeanette Caines. Harper 1973 o o
:-a ' | . The b]ack ethn1ca]1y authent1c 1]1ustrat1ons of Abby and fam11y .
| . . ; are de11ghtfu1,//Abby poses a1] the quest1ons that v child would
-’ "' - ask and her Baby Book prov1des the answers. This is a»reassuringt.-‘
95-- e approach uﬁth an inclusion of a sib]ing.reiatiohship; s ,
S PR S T ;!
, I AW ADOPTED] Susan Lapsley. Bradbury Press, 1974, L
o . _ Introduces the theme of adopt1on but exp1a1ns 1t as. "be]ong1ng“’
| \ It does not he]p ch11dren to pose fhe1r quest1ons~o{ to . ’ ."“ |
. - vent11ate concerns _( . L o o ." . T,
' "j>g\ .. A BABY FOR BETSY, Anne Guy - 'y S R _:
A sound approach to selection’ procedures in adopt1on but it was .'taflf:
wrttten_1n 1957 and 1s dated w1th.cloy1ng Pjnij1Ue statenents.
- : B N
. | , . , DEATH' - L . N
",“: ;o o Of the three top1cs, the bes; se]ect1ons were in th1s category . ,é
{_'wllﬁff**‘ff,Jhdg]ng by the ava11ab1e stor1Es, it wou]d seem that the theme ~ '
} . .?fcan be couched 1n)§zherea1 concepts, wh11e the top1cs of adopt1on _
* - and d1vorce need rea11st1c factua]/fee11ng confrontat1on - 5“; '§ . ’
{ MY GRANDSON LEW, Charlotte Zo“otow Harper a:d Row, 1974. c
?/\\L .A : ,' Th1s s a mode] for books that should encourage an- empath1cl ?:'
\_5"' N - eureka response | "Yes, that s it. That' S how it fee]s to miss s
,&\} . LA ;someone -tq not understand where they went'"' Death is"a rea11st1c
| \\"v . | | part of the story w1thout preachy, tacky undercurrents Ehe» d
) ; \; 3 fa '.c‘;° touch1ng 111ustrat1ons prov1de a 1ove1y support for the story
i ];qu;d | v ". - o o s -é;~ o L B “‘-”ﬁ.’




"; *ANNIE AND THE OLD ONE Misla M11es

“ - . " B §

*NHEN VIOLET DIED M11drg,ed Kantromtz Parent's Magazine Press, .1973.

Who of us does not remember bury1ng -a b1rd7 “The concept of a i'

funera] is d1ff1cu1t for the young ch11d who senses the tens1ons

",: " yet is exc’ uded Th1s story he]ps assuage the f1na11ty when Amy

§1aments ”Noth1ng 1asts forever - noth1ng,'l at the conc]us1on

" of the symbo11c funera*”/lt moves on to deve]op the cont1nu1ty of

11fe w1th the presence of the pregnant cat.. Jé
-Little Brown, 1971, . L

J A NavaJo ta]e 1n wh1ch Ann1e S grandmother he]ps her go cope .

)

. w1th.death “You have tr1ed to hold back t1me . Tn1s canno;f

b

g be dohe " The 1dent1f1cat1on with Ann1e s fee11ngs w11T he]p
‘ -ch11dren to- d1scuss the1r concerhs about ggandparents ‘ '
I - ) 2 ° . . . ’ ,

THﬁaBEECH TREE Pearl Buck De]] Pub“ 3 1965 : I T

} Th1s\1s an 1mportant approach that stresses commun1cat1on' o
r . N LY

between youth and o1d age with theJemphas1s on the on- go1ngness 1

P \
The author does not pound out: her’ 1deas but uses the -

| of'11fe

ofr1ct1on of persona11t1es to c1ar1t5 concepts It provgdes a

sbr1ngboard for surfac1ng ch11dren s worr1es about grandparents-

‘Aind let’ s not forget CHARLOTTE S NEB E B Wh1te S c1ass1c story
of fr1endsh1p that - treats dedth as an 1ntegra1 part of the

“cpntinuity and sadness of’11fe SEEE A
SRSISERIE R T %‘ o
[ i ‘ ¢ "'? _’{
“__-THE fIRST SNOW He]en Coutant1 Alfred Knopf 1974, B ¥
. \ . ‘53 k] .

Sth appea11ng 111ustrat1ons but the pOet1c&story 1s confus1ng

It 1s a]]egor1ca1 11ken1ng snowf]akes *to’ Grandmother S approach1ng
death _but it 1s e]us1ve and evas1ve - - ~.4\'/




THE OLD DOG, s . Abbot. o ' - '
. ’ '} '3 .
This is a prototype for pet stor1es that shou]d be 1eft on the - .

. -l
LT ‘ she]f It degrades the fee11ng of seBarat1on pa1n and loss

s R T
"when the dead pet 1s~1mmed1ate1y rep1aced w1th a new one who "is

¥

e ) ;mmed1ate]y accepted ' '3.‘;it /; R o o {OE;
< | THE TENTH GOOD THING ABOUT BARNEY Jud1th V1orst Atheneum\ 1971 '
Death as a fert111zer is not a reassur1ng‘concept The funerait

';refat1ng theﬁgood th1ngs uJOUt Barney, the 111ustrat1ons are
;.,71nvo1v1ng but the theme strays 1nto po]]yanna denouement Books

need to respect ch11drén s fee11ngs, he1p1ng them. to stay w1th

; P

e

them unt11 they gre workednthrough o _ o ‘ ?

<

NONNA, Jenn1fer Barto111, Harvey House. = . .

o Grandmother d1es, the m11y c1an/gathers and the possess1ons ¢

- ~_ ..

rather than the loés b come the focds// )
¢ v » ‘ . T -

T ~ These stor1es prov1de a d1rect1on, a mode1 “for other se1ect1ons A-T_

pro11ferat1om of stor1es that focus on concepts of concern to cha]dren
are being pub11shed or in process Those 1nvo1ved in, 1ove w1th o z

N ': ,," ch11dren s 11terature/need to eschewﬁth1s bandwagon approach - and reject o
LT ) E o L
ot books that are nat authentic. . L

-

L

5!;,~ S ‘ Painfu] 1essons in death and d1vorcf thdzrea11ty of adopt1on
. " T can be faced w1thout 11fe1ong b1tterness when they are accepted as’

e . part of the pattern of life. Books for ch11dren that avo1d ,pat,

o

_band- a1d so]ut1ons can: he]p children to exaane the1r fee11ngs and o
. _

prov1de 1ns1ght inte the1r persona] p.ed1caments The shar1n;\bf '

h o " stories can strengthen adult%ch1ﬂd re1at1onsh1ps when teachers or * |

parents f1nd it hard to L§1t1ate d1scuss16ns on anx1ety produtwng

R
L
‘x

o themes, the " artfu] book may prov1de the spr1ngboard .
N . ’ o m . ‘ , \\ .
N e 8 . }y .. Renee Queen - .

"o . k-4 4




